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Supplementary Figure 1. Flow chart of the patients. HBV, hepatitis B virus; ALT, alanine aminotransferase; AST, aspartate aminotransferase; 
IT, immune-tolerant.

Patients with chronic hepatitis B suspected immune-tolerant phase 
who underwent liver biopsy from 1994 to 2017

(n=312)

Patients with high viral load
(n=286)

Patients with high viral load and 
normal or minimally elevated ALT and/or AST

(n=268)

Subjects used for analysis
(n=259)

Excluded (n=26)
· Patients with HBV DNA (20,000-106 IU/mL)

Excluded (n=18)
· Patients with high AST or ALT (>60 IU/L)

Histologic IT phase (n=82)

Excluded (n=9)
· Inadequate histologic adequacy (n=2)
· Co-infection with chronic hepatitis C or hepatitis D (n=2)
· Evidence of chronic liver disease or liver cirrhosis in imaging study (n=4)
· Prior or current evidence of hepatocellular carcinoma (n=1)




